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This is your second stint in Japan. What was your
reason for returning to Japan?

| first came to Japan through a sister city program
between Suita City and Bankstown City in Australia
to teach English in Japan. | did consider moving to
another Asian country but chose Japan because |
can work closely with my home city of Bankstown. |
left in 2015 after my work period finished. | came
back to Japan in 2016 because | thought | would be
able to enjoy Japanese life more the second time
around. My first time was difficult. | didn't know
anyone, didn’'t speak Japanese, and was far from
home. By the time | got used to it all, it was time to
go home. While back in
Australia, | was given a
chance to return to
Osaka with a job as a
kindergarten teacher. So,
| took it. After working as
a kindergarten teacher
for a year, | decided to
return to SIFA in 2017. |
think it is now time to
move on with my career
so | will leave SIFA in 2020
to become a primary
school teacher.

"1 was so excited!"
BARZBHEICE>TWEDAS
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Was your experience of living in Japan different
after returning?

It was a lot easier living in Japan the second time
around. | felt more confident in Japanese and could
relax a lot more than before. Also, | felt that English
was becoming more common everywhere | went.
There are more signs and services available in
English and students were being taught English
from a younger age. | think this is a good change as

it could help connect Japan to the rest of the world.

What are your thoughts on people learning

English in Japan?

| think that Japanese students are very persistent.
People like to learn and it's great to see students
continuing to learn English into their senior years.
This encourages me to continue learning, to keep
growing and becoming
a better person. | was
also surprised to see
Japanese students
interested in learning
languages other than
English at SIFA, such
as Chinese, Korean
and German. It's great
to see people who are
SO inquisitive about
the world.
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What did you learn through your job as an English
teacher at SIFA?

It's not only the students that learn in the
classroom. The teacher can also learn in many
ways. As a teacher, | have learnt to be patient and
persistent with my students. This is not only useful
for my job, but also for my learning. Now, everything
| learn, whether it be a new language or a new skill/
hobby, | try to be patient and persistent.

Do you have a message for the people who attend
SIFA?

| would like to thank all the students who have
attended SIFA over the years. Thank you for being
patient at persistent in your leaning, and for helping
me to become the same. Thank you for sharing your
ideas in the classroom and for the interesting
discussions. | really enjoyed teaching at SIFA and
will miss everyone dearly. | wish you all the best in
your learning.
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