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Ruben Valles

Hello! It is a real pleasure to
be chosen as one of SIFA's
newest teachers. My name is
Ruben Valles, | was born and
raised in Texas. When |
graduated from High School,
| was curious and anxious
about traveling the world, so
| volunteered and enlisted in

the U.S. Navy. As an aircraft electrician, | was stationed always wanted to visit their homeland to experience and learn
aboard an aircraft carrier and sailed around the world. more so decided to visit my father who was working in Shizuoka
My first port visit was Hong Kong in 1999. After, | got to at the time during my last Spring break as a student. During my
visit Singapore, Dubai, Perth, Western Australia, visit, my siblings and | just fell in love with this country!
Tasmania, and Hawaii. It was fascinating for me to visit We felt safe and welcomed, we loved the food, nature and the
other countries and learn about different cultures. convenience so | made plans to come back after my graduation

After serving 4 years in the military, | studied at the and luck was on my side when a few months later a friend of mine
University of Texas at San Antonio where | received a contacted me asking if | wanted to come to Osaka to work. Of
Bachelor’s degree in Communications. | learned so many course | said “YES!” and here | am writing this quick introduction.
things about communication which | am looking forward | hope | can meet all of you on my first year at SIFA! KBAULLH
to sharing with you. FRLLZULEY .
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Karen Egawa

Hello everyone! My name is Karen
Egawa and | am from Sao Paulo, Brazil but
| am of Japanese descent. My father was
from Tokyo and his parents were from
Niigata. My mother was Nikkei from Brazil
but my grandmother was from Osaka and
my grandfather was from Okayama.

| grew up learning about the Japanese :
culture and traditions from my grandparents and my father and |
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